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Participants in Transformation

Renewing Democracy is a Truly Sacred Process

e are about a year away from the 2024 elec-

tion, a critical moment for our country. We

will either choose candidates who uphold
and protect our democratic processes, or ones who de-
grade and subvert them.

Whether we realize it or not, we are constantly making
choices about democracy. Every day, voting rights are put up for
negotiation, Congressional maps are drawn and redrawn, our
leaders are offered millions of dollars from corporate lobbies —
and people like you and me engage in the work of advocacy for
the common good. Democracy is a way of living that we must
practice continually to keep common good goals in play.

While some see “politics” as a dirty word, Pope Francis teach-
es that we need politics. Specifically, we need politics centered on
human dignity and the common good. For that centering to hap-
pen, our politics and policies must spring from below — being
not just for those on the margins, but with and of the margins.
The Catholic tradition teaches that when our politics are ground-
ed in inclusive participation, love, and encounter with commu-
nities who are suffering, politics can become a sacred vocation
— and, in Francis’ words, “one of the highest forms of charity”

The importance of elections in transforming our politics
cannot be overstated. But our politics also requires a kind of
transformation that no single election can bring about. This is
because a just democracy does not only mean free elections and
functional governance. It also means a culture, politics, and so-
ciety of participation.

Participation is one of the central principles of Catholic
Social Teaching. The U.S. bishops, in their resources on Catho-
lic Social Teaching, write, “We believe people have a right and
a duty to participate in society, seeking together the common
good and well-being of all, especially the poor and vulnerable”

What could it mean to transform our politics, to create a
system animated by participation, solidarity, and interdepen-
dence? What policies do we need?

For starters, we can ditch the heinous lie that only the
“productive” or “prosperous” deserve what they need to get by
(this is the false logic of Reagan-style capitalism). We can enact
legislation that strengthens communities with access to health
care, housing, jobs, and food. We can halt the ongoing legacy
of disenfranchisement by strengthening the rights of Black and
Brown communities. We can elect candidates who, in both word
and deed, respect and bolster democratic processes. We can stop

Mary J. Novak is
NETWORK's
Executive Director.

allowing corporations and lobbies representing the in-
terests of the wealthy few to dominate our politics — es-
pecially when those interests involve grave harms like
fracking and weapons proliferation.

A participatory political system is not just one in
which everyone gets a vote — although that is critical, and not
even where our system is now. Rather, it is one in which com-
munities are able to work together, in a spirit of liberation and
mutual care, to solve problems and ensure that everyone has
what they need to thrive. There is absolutely no room for any
kind of oppression, stratification, or exploitation. A participato-
ry political system is predicated on solidarity: the understanding
that we are all interconnected, and that true flourishing is never
at the expense or exclusion of another.

At the core, our political consciousness needs a renewed
awareness of our interconnectedness. This is what Pope Fran-
cis has been calling for, especially in his encyclical Laudato Si:
“Everything is interconnected, and this invites us to develop a
spirituality of that global solidarity which flows from the mys-
tery of the Trinity” It is this emphasis on interconnectedness,
among and with both people and the rest of the natural world,
that has prompted NETWORK to join in the crucial work of
climate justice.

Ultimately, we are called to see that we are all intrinsically
linked, which means your liberation is inseparable from mine.
We are called to processes of inclusive, justice-driven, and col-
lective decision-making. Many communities of women reli-
gious in the U.S. and around the world — communities I enjoy
visiting and working with directly as part of my role at NET-
WORK — already model this vision of transformed politics, in
the way they live into consensus-based, community discern-
ment that follows the Spirit and is enlivened with care.

This season, we are moving through the annual dying back
that is autumn, which will soon turn to the surprising hope
breaking through at Christmas. In our politics, may we similar-
ly move through a "dying back" of exclusion and domination,
and emerge with hope and new possibilities for a society of par-
ticipation, solidarity, and transformation.

Reclaiming the reality of our interconnectedness will un-
lock greater potential to transform our society. Instead of trick-
le-down, let transformation and renewal flow from living our
sacred vocation of politics for the common good.
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| quotables |

Notable Quotables

What justice-seekers have been saying this quarter

“Until we reckon with owr
oompounalmg_ moral debts,
America will never be

whole.”

- Ta-Nehisi Coates, Aug. 26, quoted at HR. 40
White House Action

“Thig ig st one of
those tests that
ag a democracy,
we have 1o
throv ﬁrjl
convinced that
a JUY’ of hig peers
looking . at ‘l‘h& evidence
will make a decigion, and
that decision over the
long_ term will make vg
§+ron59r a¢ a nation.”

- Rep. Bennie Thompson, on NPR Aug. 4,
responding to the indictment of Donald Trump
for election obstruction

“We ¢hovld remind ovr
Poli'h'oianQ that America
became the ¢trongest
nation on earth, not in §Pi+e
of |MM|5ran+§ but becavse

of lmmngranﬂ

— Rep. Joaquin Castro at NETWORK’s Sept. 13
Invest in Welcoming Communities event
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“The challen

‘Scek.mg. acqlum i<
not a crime; it a
hvman right and Parf

of United States law.”

— Ben Stiller in an Aug. 3 UNHCR asylum video

a Second
Pam“ to Lavdato SV’
to upola’re it on cvrrent
Problemg."

- Pope Francis, Aug. 21, on the need to further
speak to the moral urgency of care for the
environment

“I am writn

“Bq honormg_ the principles
of ;olldarlfq fa:rneg;
and hvman di
we can work vvarak
orea‘hn more st and
molugn/e wor Lﬁ:)od for

nevrationg ‘f‘o come.”

— Min. Christian Watkins, NETWORK Government
Relations Advocate, in a Labor Day reflection

1$ that those of Vg
that have nofhmg. 1o lose—but ovr very
sovls—have to speak trvth to Power."

- Sr. Anita Baird, DHM, at an Aug. 28 panel discussion on the
60" anniversary of the March on Washington at the Georgetown
Initiative on Catholic Social Thought and Public Life

“Curvent threats to \/o‘hng_
and to the aoooun‘l‘ablh‘l‘l?

of the rvle of law will
most aggvredlq ale;‘h'o»’ thig
ooun'f'rb] as we know it if
the Voting. Rights Act i¢
not wgl-cbrgheal vPheld
and lmPVO\/eal for

each zeneration.”

- Joan F. Neal, NETWORK

Deputy Executive Director and

Chief Equity Officer on the 58"
anniversary of the Voting Rights Act

“The toxic blend of
ethno-reliziovs |olcn'h
politics [V\ill‘l‘c Chmg‘han
Nahonaanm] wag reflected
in the pravers and rehg_loug
§l1Mbol§ participants carvied
at the US. (/aPrl'ol
ingurrection on Januarq o,
2021

- Robert P. Jones of the Public Religion Research
Institute in an Aug. 31 article in TIME

‘| invite everyone o reflect
on how we as a communi
can work to make thig
oounh*q a better vnion bq
celebrating. ovr aln/er;rh1

- Ronnate Asirwatham, NETWORK Government
Relations Director, July 4
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New York Advocates Show the Power of Commitment to Issues, People, and Communities

BY MARK PATTISON

Justice-seekers from New York and NETWORK staff participate in a Zoom
meeting with Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer of New York in 2021.

etting involved in the work of justice-seeking
takes many forms. For Anne Kiefer of Penn Yan,

Janet and Lou Tullo, along with Bill Hurley, present a 2022
NETWORK Voting Record certificate to Rep. Pat Ryan (N.Y.-18). The
Congressman received a 100 percent rating from NETWORK for
his votes in the second session of the 117" Congress.

N.Y,, it was as simple as receiving an email. Jim Buckley and Joseph Molinatti join NETWORK Advocates Carol DeAngelo and
“There was an invitation: If you would like to become Lois Harr in presenting a 2022 NETWORK Voting Record certificate to Rep. Ritchie

more active, come to a New York NETWORK Advocates Torres (N.Y-15),

Team meeting,” she recalls. “If you have an inclination to

do advocacy for social justice issues,” Kiefer says, “NETWORK
makes it easy. I can't say enough for the support you get”

She’s had letters to the editor published in her lo-

cal Finger Lakes Times newspaper and in the Rochester

Democrat and Chronicle on preserving the expanded

Child Tax Credit. With issues-based advocacy, Keifer

notes, “it’s really great to turn aside from the partisan

part of it, which has gotten toxic in the last few years”

NETWORK, with its long and vibrant history of over 50
years of educating, organizing, and lobbying on federal policy
affecting the common good, has in recent years built Advocates
Teams in strategic states across the U.S. With Catholics coming
together with people of other faith traditions as well as secular

(continued on page 6)
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justice-seekers, these teams exemplify the power of organizing
and advocating for the common good. And the New York NET-
WORK Advocates Team, after just a couple of years, has shown
what members dedicated to the issues of NETWORK’s policy
agenda can do to serve people impacted by these issues, to each
other, and to their communities.

Building Relationships

Catherine Gillette, NETWORK's senior grassroots mobiliza-
tion organizer, convened the New York team in mid-2021. With
her from the start was Jane Sutter Brandt, a communications
professional who now serves as team lead. The group meets
monthly on Zoom, with Gillette providing policy updates and
opportunities for advocacy as the team’s liaison to NETWORK.
“Jane’s leadership has been invaluable,” notes Gillette.

Jane Sutter Brandt speaks at an August 2022 reparations vigil in Roches-

ter, N.Y,, one of four reparations-themed events sponsored by NETWORK's
New York Advocates Team.
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Sutter Brandt says of Gillette, “She sends out the links to the
NETWORK policy position on its website,” plus messaging to
New YorK’s congressional representatives. “They make it so easy
for us to be advocates, and to encourage family and friends to
be advocates”

“I know it’s in line with where | want
to go as a Catholic”

WILLIAM HURLEY

NETWORK first came to Rev. Peter CooKs attention
through a Nuns on the Bus tour. Cook, executive director of
the New York State Council of Churches and its 7,500 congre-
gations, and himself an ordained United Church of Christ min-
ister, said the council collaborated with Nuns on the Bus on tax
policy and a threatened rollback on the Affordable Care Act.
Earlier this year, he collaborated with NETWORK on the “Care
Not Cuts” rally NETWORK held in Long Island.

“With NETWORK, we thought theyd have the right ap-
proach, and they had a pretty good plan. We kind of piggy-
backed on that,” he says. “We’re always down for a fight at the
federal level because it always has such an impact on the state”

The NETWORK partnership works, says Cook: “Roman
Catholics are well grounded in Catholic Social Teaching, which
has a lot of depth — theological depth — to it, and it’s very com-
patible with the position statements of our (nine) denomina-
tions. But I appreciate the depth of thought that goes into the
social positions, and also particularly among religious ...sisters.”

“We trust them, and they give a good social justice opinion
on issues before Congress. They've already done their home-
work,” echoes William Hurley, a team member from Washing-
tonville, N.Y. “T know it’s in line with where I want to go as a
Catholic”

Members of the New York team met in February with the
staff of their representative, Rep. Claudia Tenney (NY-24), a Re-
publican who is not often aligned with NETWORK on justice
issues.

“The staff expressed gratitude for the opportunity for con-
versation. Tenney puts out a weekly newsletter and puts out her
record and an explanation on why she voted [as she did],” Kiefer
says. “We commended her staff for that”



Peter Cook, executive director of the New York State Council of Churches,

participates in a NETWORK “Care Not Cuts” rally NETWORK on Long Island
on May 22.

Transforming Politics

In addition to building relationships, whether in their commu-
nities or in engagement with elected officials who may or may
not share their priorities, the New York Advocates team has a
robust track record of taking action to raise awareness on key
issues and spurring people to greater action.

Team member and organizational partner Serena Martin
Liguori is the executive director of New Hour for Women and
Children on Long Island, which advocates for marginalized
women and mothers who have been arrested or incarcerated,
or have had family who have been incarcerated. Martin Liguori
helped to organize and participated in NETWORK’s Care Not
Cuts rally on Long Island in May. The event, which drew over

85 attendees and 12 community organizations, opposed pro-
posed cuts in the federal budget to essential human programs
providing food, housing, and healthcare.

“It was wonderful to bring together the faith-based and the
local community — justice-impacted folks, folks who really
rely on the system,” says Martin Liguori.

‘It was wonderful to bring together the
faith-based and the local community —
justice-impacted folks, folks who really
rely on the system.”

SERENA MARTIN LIGUORI

Other New York NETWORK Advocates Team members
planned and hosted a “repair and redress” reparations prayer
vigil last year in Rochester. The event pressed for support for
H.R. 40, a bill that would create a commission to study the last-
ing impacts of slavery and Jim Crow in the U.S. and the pos-
sibility of reparations for Black Americans. It was one of four
reparations events held by members of the team in different
parts of the state—one of which included Rep. Sheila Jackson
Lee (D-TX), H.R. 40’s chief proponent.

H.R.40 was first introduced in 1989 by former Rep. John
Conyers (D-MI) and has been introduced in every Congress
since. The bill has yet to come to a House vote, and during
the 2020 campaign, President Biden promised to set up such a
commission. NETWORK has urged him to do so by executive
action.

Sr. Phyllis Tierney, an Advocate Team member and jus-
tice coordinator for her community, the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Rochester, says reparations go well beyond slavery and require
drawing connections for people to help them understand rac-
ist structures and policies through the years that have exclud-
ed Black communities from opportunity and deprived them
of wealth. One example: the widespread destruction of Black
neighborhoods across the country to build interstate highways.

“It really destroyed cities and neighborhoods. That was one
of the things that we've talked about: to give examples, and lo-
cal examples, that people would talk about and understand,” Sr.
Phyllis says of the education, conversion, and the dismantling
of systemic racism that must precede political transformation.
“It really brought out the reason for doing this prayer vigil. ...It
was certainly good consciousness-raising.”
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The Need for Welcoming Communities

Congress Can Invest in Welcoming Asylum Seekers Across the U.S.

BY JENN MORSON

C C Y mmigrants and Asylum Seekers Welcome Here!” read the
Isigns held by a handful of supporters stationed behind the
podium as several speakers, including three supportive
members of Congress, gathered to deliver a letter to Congress
signed by over 7,000 Catholics. Gathered September 13 on the
U.S. Capitol grounds, members of NETWORK Lobby and oth-
er organizations including the International Mayan League,
Church World Service, and Women’s Refugee Commission joy-
fully and emphatically laid out their hopes for a shift in how
the U.S. government approaches its response to asylum seekers.
In her opening remarks, Ronnate Asirwatham, Govern-
ment Relations Director of NETWORK, stated that the purpose
of the gathering was to call on Congress to invest in welcom-
ing communities. “Who are welcoming communities?” Asir-
watham said, “To put it bluntly, welcoming communities are our
community. People who welcome are all of us. It is very natural
to welcome. We welcome each other, we welcome strangers, we
welcome people seeking safety, and people passing through”
“While it is most natural to welcome, it seems today that the
voices against welcome, especially against welcoming people
seeking asylum, [are] getting louder, Asirwatham warned.
“State and federal governments are moving to criminalize wel-
come. In Arizona, people are being arrested for leaving water
out in the desert. In Florida, people are afraid to take their
neighbors to the doctor because of pushback. And in Texas,
people seeking safety are being pushed back, and Texans want-
ing to provide them water are not being allowed to””

In spite of these obstacles, Asirwatham comforted those
gathered, saying, “We are not going anywhere. Congress will
hear us. Congress must act and enact laws and policies that sup-
port us, the American people, that allow us to thrive and reap
the benefits that welcoming our fellow human beings allow.
This is why our message is simple: we are asking Congress to
invest in welcoming communities. We are simply asking Con-
gress to invest in us”

Gathered Together

Asirwatham introduced many compelling speakers who gave
testimony of their own advocacy work as they also encouraged
Congress to invest in welcoming communities. Speakers at the

8 Connection Fourth Quarter 2023

press conferences were optimistic despite the strongly worded
letter calling for a renewed sense of justice.

U.S. Congressman Joaquin Castro (TX-20) addressed the
crowd, thanking NETWORK for being a voice of compassion,
conscience, dignity, and reason for human beings. Castro’s own
mother previously served on the board of NETWORK. “Your
voice and your activism is needed more today than ever,” Castro
said. “We need to remind politicians who use migrants as polit-
ical scarecrows — because that’s what they do, they use them as
scarecrows to engender fear and resentment among the Amer-
ican people — we should remind our fellow Americans and
mostly politicians that America became the strongest nation on
earth not in spite of immigrants but because of immigrants.”

“Instead of embracing our rich immigrant heritage, too
many politicians have used our immigrant communities as po-
litical pawns by fearmongering and peddling harmful, danger-
ous, political rhetoric. And the human cost is immense,” said
Rep. Judy Chu (CA-28) in her remarks.

Lifting up the leadership and vision of Pope Francis, Rep.
Luis Correa (CA-46) said, “One human being suffering around
the world is one human being too much?”

In her moving testimony that referenced her own plight
as a refugee from Guatemala, Juanita Cabrera Lopez, Execu-
tive Director of International Mayan League, gave a message of
hope: “I know firsthand what it looks like when a community
invests in welcome and justice, and I know it is possible today
because many communities are already doing this work”

Regarding the immigration of Indigenous Peoples, Cabre-
ra Lopez said, “Our ask remains the same. We need long-term
investment to continue welcoming asylum seekers, particular-
ly Indigenous asylum seekers.” Cabrera Lopez concluded her
speech with a call for investing in shelter for newly arriving
families and youth.

Sent Forth

Sister Eilis McCulloh, HM, encouraged those gathered to ex-
tend their hands in prayer over the letter to Congress, as Sis-
ter Alicia Zapata, RSM, and Sister Karen Burke, CS], prayed in
gratitude for the signers of the letter while also offering prayers
for immigrants, organizations that support immigrants, and



for the openness of members of Congress to the message of
the letter.

“May this letter, which carries the stories of our immigrant
siblings and our hope for immigration reform, be one way that
we share in Jesus’ mission to ‘welcome the stranger’ and advo-
cate for immigration policies that invest in communities,” they
prayed.

The letter, which was co-sponsored by Hope Border Insti-
tute, Kino Border Initiative, the Maryknoll Office for Global
Concerns, and St. Columban Mission for Justice, Peace, and
Ecology, was addressed to key House and Senate members. It
begins with Pope Francis’ 2015 remarks to Congress, in which
he urged those gathered to welcome the stranger. The signa-
tories are asking Congress to appropriate funds for supporting
immigrants and communities while divesting from programs
which militarize the border and criminalize immigrants.

In order to accomplish these goals, the letter urges Con-
gress to fully fund the existing Shelter and Services Program at
$800 million in 2024, and to distribute the funding equitably.
Additionally, the letter requests that any funding made available
is done so via grant or contract rather than as a reimbursement.

Additionally, the letter urges Congress to take back all
funding for the border wall construction that has not yet been
spent and cut funding for Customs and Border Protection and

Sr. Susan Wilcox, CSJ, of Brooklyn, N.Y. shares her account of coordinating and
serving meals to people seeking asylum who had been bused to New York.
She noted how her efforts would benefit from Congress funding the Shelter

and Services Program (SSP), which would shift the U.S. response to asylum
seekers from militarization at the border to investment in communities across
the country who offer a welcoming response to asylum seekers.

Sr. Eilis McCulloh, HM, holds up a copy of the letter signed by over 7,000 Catholics from all 50 U.S. states calling

all other militarized border en-
forcement agents and technolo-
gies, as these agencies are over-
staffed and overfunded.

NETWORK and its partners
remind Congress that seeking asy-
lum is a human right that should
not be restricted, and invite them
to embrace the Catholic belief
of the inherent dignity of every
person and make this a guiding
principle to immigration policies,
moving away from militarization
and towards care.

In the words of Sister Susan
Wilcox, CSJ, “We are doing the
work. We have the solutions. We
just need a little help”

on Congress to invest in communities who welcome asylum seekers, while Sr. Karen Burke, CSJ, and Sr. Alicia
Zapata, RSM, pray a blessing over the letter at the conclusion of NETWORK's Sept. 13 action on Capitol Hill.
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| our spirit-filled network |

[Left] Amy Fisher of Mi-
grant Solidarity Mutual Aid
speaks on transforming
the racist publicity stunt of
bussing migrants into “an
act of beautiful welcome.”

[Above] Rep. Joaquin Castro (TX-20) speaks on how
immigrants have strengthened the U.S. and how
elected officials have a responsibility to treat them
humanely.

[Right] Katharina Obser

of the Women's Refugee
Commission speaks about
the inadequacy of en-
forcement measures at the [Below] Danilo Zak of Church World Service describes
border to meet the needs the immense good accomplished by the SSP in a

of people seeking safety in short time.

another country.

[Below] Mary J. Novak, NETWORK Executive

Director, ties care for asylum seekers to the
teaching of Pope Francis.

[Above] Juanita Cabrera Lopez of the International Mayan
League shares how Black, Brown, and Indigenous people
are disproportionately impacted by the factors that cause
people to flee their homes and seek asylum in the U.S.
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| our spirit-filled network |

[Right] Sr. Anita Baird,
DHM, a NETWORK
board member, par-
ticipates in an Aug. 28
panel commemorat-
ing the 60" anniver-
sary of the March on
Washington hosted
by Georgetown's
Initiative on Catholic
Social Thought and
Public Life. Photo:
Georgetown University/
Lisa Helfert

[Far left] Advocates Paula Cruick-
shank and Carol Matheny attend
NETWORK's Sept. 13 Invest in Wel-
coming Communities event.

[Middle] Ronnate Asirwatham,
NETWORK Government Relations
Director, stands next to Rep. Joaquin
Castro.

[Right] Rep. Judy Chu (CA-28) speaks
with Ronnate Asirwatham and
NETWORK Executive Direcor Mary J.
Novak on Capitol Hill on Sept. 13.
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Faith in Democracy

Nichole Flores on Catholic Teaching’s Power to Fight Hate

Dr. Nichole Flores is an associate profes-
sor of religious studies at the University
of Virginia. Her work focuses on issues
of justice, democracy, migration, family,
gender, and economics. She is Catho-
lic, Latina, a wife, a mother, and like so
many residents of Charlottesville, she
witnessed the unthinkable when white
supremacists with tiki torches marched
on her city in 2017 and killed one young
activist, Heather Heyer.

Dr. Flores recently spoke with NET-
WORK about democracy, public theol-
ogy, and community in the wake of the
Charlottesville attack. The following is an
excerpt of that conversation.

How did your early life steer you
toward teaching and writing on
religious studies and Catholic
ethics, justice, and democracy?
NF: I think the originating event was
bearing witness to the faith of my grand-
mother, Maria Guadalupe Garcia Flores.
Like so many of us, I was inspired by my
grandmother’s faith, which passed on to
me in a really profound way.

When I began studying theology,
I realized that to be a Latina theologian
and to have witnessed what I had wit-
nessed in my grandmother’s life, in the
lives of my family, and in my communi-
ty meant that theology necessarily had a
public and a social orientation. I had to
pay attention to those things that were
most challenging for our communities,
and to think about them theologically.
What does theology have to say about
poverty, about anti-immigrant senti-
ment, about racism? That guided me in
this direction, in addition to just an in-
nate love for politics.

12
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Can you tell us about your
experience of the events in
Charlottesville in August 2017?

NF: My narrative of these events is deeply
informed by the activists and specifically
the religious activist community in Char-
lottesville, of which I count myself a part.
One of the young activists at the forefront
of the response, who also happens to be
one of my former students, Zayana Bry-
ant, likes to say, “Charlottesville is not
just a moment, it’s not just a hashtag, it's
a movement.’

Its important to understand that
local activists refer to not just that day
of August 12 but to that summer as the
“Summer of Hate” in Charlottesville.
There were several rallies leading up to
August 12. The community was very
aware that the Unite the Right rally was
being organized and was trying to sound
the alarm bells early on. I think the rest
of the world was really surprised by what
happened. But those who had been pay-
ing attention in Charlottesville were not
at all surprised. And that was even more
devastating, because a lot of people put
in a lot of energy trying to mobilize re-
ligious communities and activist net-
works, and get more support in town.
Those connections didn’t really materi-
alize at the level that could have made a
difference and saved more lives. So that’s
a part of the story.

At the time, I had just found out
that I was pregnant with my first child.
I had flown to Denver with my husband
to share the news with my family. We
watched all of this unfolding from 2,000
miles away, which was difficult, especial-
ly given that we had been concerned and
had tried to show up in protest earlier in

the summer. The local truly became na-
tional and global in that moment.

Because of our experiences in Char-
lottesville, our community was not terri-
bly surprised by what happened on Jan-
uary 6. It resembled very closely what we
had survived in our town, including the
lead up, the kind of violence, and the peo-
ple who were involved with the violence.
Its interesting how that on-the-ground
experience has shaped the consciousness
of our community. We have this devas-
tating, first-hand knowledge of what can
happen when we don't take these threats
seriously.

What has happened since then?

NF: Charlottesville is just like any other
city with a lot of welcome but also chal-
lenging diversity in experience, politics,
and socioeconomics. The Catholic com-
munity in Charlottesville, with just a
handful of parishes, has everybody from
frontline leaders of the resistance who
put their lives on the line for Black Lives
Matter, to people who were writing and
talking about it, like me, to people who
were horrified but didn’t really do any-
thing in terms of direct action, to people
who were kind of neutral. These peo-
ple are all Catholic, and were all com-
muning together.



This has been a real challenge for me
not just in my calling as a Catholic theo-
logian, but also in my calling as a Catholic
mom who goes to Mass and participates
in my parish because I want to love the
people in my community as Christ loves.
It is really, really challenging when I see
openness to these ideologies that are a
threat to my community, especially to
our Black and Jewish siblings, who were
very explicitly targets. In Catholic Social
Teaching, solidarity is a virtue. An ap-
proach of solidarity helps me to hold all of
these challenging things. Ilove the people
sitting in the pews next to me, but I also
strongly object to many of the ways that
people have responded to this incident.

Even though I've been concerned and
even disappointed at times by the response
of our Catholic community in Charlottes-
ville, the movement has really unfolded
and been committed to making Charlot-
tesville a better place to live in a broader,
more comprehensive way. Responding to
instances of white supremacy, successfully
campaigning to remove Confederate stat-
ues that mark public space in our town
as unsafe for Black and Brown people,
providing support and community for
migrants and refugees, advocating better
zoning laws so more people can afford
to live with dignity in the city where they
work... — there is so much great work
happening in Charlottesville in response
to this event that I think is really inspiring.

You mentioned watching these
events while pregnant. What are
the lessons or insights you want to
pass down?

NF: Because that baby is now 5 years old,
I think about this a lot, and the impor-
tance of teaching him that he belongs to
this community and thus has responsibil-
ity for things that maybe he wasn't even
born for. I'm trying to instill an aware-
ness that these injustices exist, but not

stopping there — that he has power and
responsibility for responding to them.
What does this world look like when all
our friends are valued and their dignity
acknowledged in ways that lift them up?

How can public theologians
change the discussion around
democracy in the U.S.?

NF: Those who are reflecting theological-
ly in this context of a democracy that’s be-
ing tested have the opportunity to set the
discourse. As someone in a public uni-
versity where I teach mostly non-Cath-
olic students, I think there are resources
from within our beautiful, multifaceted
Catholic tradition that can help our en-
tire society to think well about the chal-
lenges that we are facing in a democracy.
Now, in a political environment where a
lot of people are justly on guard for the
creeping theocracy, we have to be very
wise and judicious about how we intro-
duce resources for public consideration.
But I do think it can be done.

I wrote a book on Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe. Her symbol, even though it is
profoundly Mexican and super Catholic,
appeals to so many people and invites
them to think about what justice and
flourishing means. Cesar Chavez and the
United Farm Workers were able to show
other activists and organizers how a sym-
bol, a very particularly religious symbol
like Guadalupe, could be so powerful for
people who had never heard her story.

Can religious arguments really
change people’s minds?
NF: I think that they have and they can,
but it is a process of communication and
of making them accessible to the public.
And that’s one of the things that I very
much admire about NETWORK’s work
in the community.

How can our concepts be relayed in
a way that neither waters them down nor

alienates people? Catholic Social Teach-
ing is a wonderful place to start because
these concepts are profoundly Catholic,
but they also resonate with people who
are not Catholic. If we explain clearly
what we mean by common good and
common life, people are really amenable
to that vision. The same with solidarity.
We have a deeply Christ-centered,
grounded understanding of solidarity
and we can bring the richness, thought-
fulness, and prayerfulness of our tradi-
tion to bear on this larger conversation.

You taught a course called “Faith
in Democracy.” Where do you find
faith and hope in our democracy?

NF: T think back to that experience of
being pregnant with this beautiful baby,
witnessing devastating events that would
rightly make someone feel despair. Why
do we do what we do if this is just how
people are going to react?

We were bringing life into the world
even as these awful things were happen-
ing. We had hope in this little person.
It's been very special and profound to
watch him grow up, to see the values he’s
already been able to cultivate, this little
hope, this little light. To see how he has
been shaped by this community in ways
that are so positive underscores the hope
that I have.

I'm kind of obsessed with Advent, be-
cause it’s a season where we reflect deeply
on what it means to gestate and to give
birth. In doing that, we create room for
another person. And that’s a profoundly
democratic thing to do, right? And a pro-
foundly Catholic thing to do. There’s a lot
of richness there, and that continues to
motivate me even when things are decid-
edly still difficult in our society.

Hear more of this conversation on the
‘Just Politics’ podcast:

uscatholic.org/nichole-flores
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Visionary Goals

Devoting Ourselves to Transformation Brings Out Our Best

hen I was a kid, I was mildly obsessed with NASA
W— particularly the Apollo missions to the moon.

Because of this, I admired President Kennedy,
who set a goal to send astronauts to the moon and inspired
the American people to champion his vision. In a speech at
Rice University, he said, “We choose to go to the moon in this
decade and do the other things, not because they are easy but
because they are hard. Because that goal will serve to organize
and measure the best of our energies and skills.”

As I grew older, I started to encounter the work of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. and many other visionary leaders who rallied
our country to come together across division. They saw the fight
for racial and economic justice as inextricably intertwined. They
strove to build and sustain what Fred Hampton called a Rain-
bow Coalition, recognizing that our fates are linked.

Today, we benefit from the many fruits of their visions. We
carry cellphones in our pockets that exist because of the vast
technological leaps provided by the research and brilliant intel-
lect that went into the Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo missions
and beyond. We have landmark legislation, the Voting Rights
Act and Civil Rights Act, that have moved us closer to racial jus-
tice because of Black-led, multiracial, multi-faith campaigns that
withstood white supremacist violence to create a better world for
us all.

We have made astounding progress thanks to the work of
so many visionary leaders — people just like you and me who
stood up and proclaimed that we could live in a better world if
we could come together toward a common goal.

Over the past decade, though, it seems like we've lost so
much ground. Supreme Court decisions have stripped the
Voting Rights Act of vital protections. Leading candidates for
public office stoke racism and misogyny with no negative con-
sequences. And many family bonds are frayed along ideolog-
ical lines — with people unwilling to recognize the humanity
bestowed by God in their loved ones, and all too willing to stop
talking to one another.

Several years ago, I encountered the words of Civil Rights
icon and public theologian Ruby Sales in her interview with
Krista Tippett of On Being. She said “I really think that one of
the things that we've got to deal with is that — how is it that
we develop a theology or theologies in a 21st-century capital-
ist technocracy where only a few lives matter? How do we raise
people up from disposability to essentiality?” She goes on to say
that this goes beyond the question of race, recognizing the basic
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dignity and the very real pain that so many people — Black and
white — are experiencing in our world today.

When it comes down to it, most of us — no matter what we
look like or where we get our news — want the same things. We
want to live in safety. We want to love and be loved. We want
enough food to eat and some comfort in our lives. We want to
contribute to our families and communities. We want meaning-
ful work — whether paid employment, care for family, or volun-
teer work (care for community). And we want that work to pay
us fairly so that we can support our families and contribute to
our communities.

Lately, though, it seems that people cling so tightly to po-
litical parties and identifying labels that we can't seem to find
common ground on anything. A few wealthy individuals and
greedy politicians seek to divide us along ideological lines by
strategically stoking a history of racial bias so that they can dis-
tract us while they dismantle our democracy and manipulate the
economy to serve their interests.

The results of this strategic use of division and racism are
stark: a real and ongoing threat of political violence, multiple
days this summer of new domestic and global record-setting
high temperatures, unaffordable housing costs, and a wealth gap
between the rich and the poor that’s greater today than it was in
the Gilded Age that preceded the Great Depression.

These things hurt all of us!

But it doesn’t have to be this way. We are people of hope. We
believe in human dignity and are capable of treating everyone
around us with the dignity they deserve. By doing so, we can
begin to open up a path for transformation for those close to us,
and to people in our community. When we begin by transform-
ing our own hearts and minds, we can bring others along with us
and, together, transform our whole political climate.

What if — instead of naming our enemies as each other —
we come together to achieve a common goal as visionary leaders
did in the past? This will require the best of all of us, much like
we did as a nation when we took on the space race. What if we
embraced a race to end poverty, a race to house the unhoused, a
race for compassion and humanity? Not because they are easy,
but because they bring out the very best each of us has to offer.

Sr. Emily TeKolste, SP, is NETWORK’s Grassroots
Mobilization Coordinator.




Tax Justice is Racial Justice
Undo the Hidden Racism of the U.S. Tax Code

t is no secret that the U.S. suffers from a staggering degree
I of wealth inequality. Resources are increasingly concentrat-

ed in the possession of the top 1 percent, creating a degree
of inequality never before seen in the country’s history.

This wealth stratification is most acute across racial lines.
A Pew Research study in 2016 found the median income of
white households was $117,000, while Black households had
only $17,000. And while a white person in the U.S. has an equal
chance of being a millionaire and having no wealth, a Black per-
son is 20 times more likely to have no wealth than to be a mil-
lionaire. Between 1983 and 2016, Black wealth decreased year
over year, and education did not stop this trend.

This vast inequality did not happen by chance. As NET-
WORK’s Racial Wealth and Income Gap workshop helps to il-
lustrate, the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade, Jim Crow, and centuries
of the U.S. government’s racist policies created and still preserve
this hoarding of wealth in the hands of a small class of white folks.
Many of these policies shaped our tax system. Indeed, the U.S.
tax code plays a central role in not only keeping rich people rich,
but also rewarding white people at the expense of Black folks.

The marriage joint filing bonus, for example, privileges
married couples, especially when one spouse makes high in-
come while the other isn't employed. A high earner can split
their income with their spouse, and thus split their tax liabili-
ty. Usually, these couples are white, as the highest-earning de-
mographic in the country is overwhelmingly white. Because
Black married households make the least household income in
the country, rarely does one member of the household make
enough money to enable their spouse to stay at home. Joint fil-
ing or married filing separate tax incentives do not help Black
or Brown households because they earn so little income com-
pared to their white counterparts.

In addition, tax incentives are structured to reward the
things that wealthier, white folks can afford. For example, there
are tax incentives for home ownership, but not for renting or for
buying cars. Moreover, medical insurance is tax-deductible, but
medical debt is not — penalizing Black and Brown communi-
ties who face inequities in access to affordable health care.

Long-term capital gains, usually enjoyed by white wealthy
folks, are taxed at a lower rate than “ordinary income” — that
is, wages, salaries, or even short-term capital gains. In 2021, an
unmarried middle-income worker like a teacher or truck driver
paid 22 percent of income tax on every dollar of taxable salary
she made over $40,525. Meanwhile, a billionaire living entirely

off long-term capital gains or dividends paid no more than 20
percent on millions of dollars of unearned income.

Over the past several centuries, white families have been
able to amass wealth off the backs of enslaved and underpaid
workers. They then pass that wealth on to their descendants,
usually without having to pay their fair share of taxes on what
is passed down. The tax code specifically protects this preserva-
tion of generational wealth in white families, and even helps it
build up, by providing tax benefits to assets that are inherited.
Under one policy called “Step Up in Basis,” if the owner of an
investment or asset that has increased in value dies, neither the
owner nor the inheritor owes any tax on that gain!

We know that for all nations, not just the United States,
social and health outcomes — including for the richest folks
— are worse in countries with high wealth inequality. Wealth
inequality is immoral. It harms the most vulnerable and mar-
ginalized among us, especially Black and Brown communities,
and it harms the wellbeing of the country as a whole.

The fact that racism is written into our tax code makes
three things clear. First, it confirms that racism is systemic and
is enacted through policies and structures. Second, the road
to equality is reparations now, to begin to heal our society and
close the ever-widening gap between those who have been al-
lowed to amass and hoard resources, and those who have had
to go without - so that all communities can truly thrive. And
third, as we think, dream, and envision a future with repara-
tions, transforming the tax code must be part of what it means
to repair and build anew our society.

Jarrett Smith, pictured above at an August 25 reparations
event outside the White House, is a NETWORK Government
Relations Advocate.
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't's Time for an Income Floor
Recent Crises Prove That We Can End Poverty in the U.S.

My father, John S. Watson, instilled a core
value that is my guiding principle: “To whom
much is given, much is required” This man-
tra from the Gospel of Luke was the impetus
for my run for Congress.

Now that I have the privilege to repre-
sent New Jersey’s 12" congressional district
in Congress, my core belief can be summed
up around this concept: In the United States

of America, there is a floor below which we should never allow
any child, any family, or any person to fall. We have an obligation
to ensure that every American is entitled to the pursuit of life,
liberty, and happiness and has an equal opportunity to chase the
American dream.

However, many of us know that it is difficult to achieve
these pursuits without economic security. Anti-poverty advo-
cates understand the wide array of factors that cause Americans
to fall below this floor. It is time for us to evaluate what econom-
ic security means for all.

During my time in Congress, I have been fighting to close
the wealth gap and ensure that all Americans receive a fair wage;
a living wage, which data from the MIT Department of Urban
Studies and Planning estimates would be $25.02 per hour, or
$104,077.70 for a family of four. It is simply a moral outrage that
there are millions of Americans surviving on wages below what
is necessary to support themselves and their families. The arbi-
trary minimum wage — which is variously set between $7.25
per hour and $17.00 per hour depending on where one works
— is simply not enough. The inability of millions of families to
meet their basic needs, such as food, health care, clothing, and
shelter in the richest country in the world is shameful.

Fortunately, we have the power to guarantee all Americans an
income sufficient to care for their families in a safe, secure home,
to afford quality medical care, and to secure a good education.

The concept of a guaranteed income, or directly giving
unrestricted cash to people, offers dignity and self-determi-
nation for recipients. A one-size-fits-all approach to providing
economic assistance to Americans combats the antiquated and
misguided notions of deservedness rooted in distrust. As Dor-
othy Day said, “The Gospel takes away our right forever, to dis-
criminate between the deserving and the undeserving poor”
All people, as children of God, deserve the necessities of life.
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Guaranteed income also has historical relevance and was
— and still is — a centerpiece demand of the Poor People’s
Campaign, the movement to economically empower Ameri-
cas most vulnerable. Martin Luther King, Jr. praised the idea of
guaranteed income, stating that “the dignity of the individual
will flourish when the decisions concerning his life are in his
own hands, when he has the assurance that his income is stable
and certain, and when he knows that he has the means to seek
self-improvement”

My piece of legislation I authored, the Guaranteed Income
Pilot Program Act, would establish a nationwide pilot program
to test the outcomes of a federally funded income support pro-
gram that would keep more American families from experi-
encing permanent financial fallout and lasting poverty from a
single unexpected crisis.

We have seen the devastating impacts of the pandemic on
our economy. At the same time, the government’s response has
demonstrated that there is a real and meaningful ability for fed-
eral programs to keep Americans out of poverty. The interven-
tions taken by the federal government, in fact, led to one of the
steepest declines in poverty in American history including a 50
percent decline in poverty among children. Every effort should
be taken to make these programs permanent. The success of
lowering poverty during an economic crisis further proves that,
in modern economies, poverty is a choice.

Black women sit at the core of our economy, and yet they
are routinely the last to benefit from economic booms and the
first to suffer from downturns. This instability has a devastating
effect on families and communities. The security and stability of
a guaranteed income would unleash untold economic opportu-
nities; the ripple from this transformative change would reach
all corners of our economy.

The Gospel of Luke tells us that, when John answered to the
crowd, he said “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the
one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same”
(3:11) What was accomplished to cut poverty during the COVID
crisis shows us what is possible when our actions are in line with
our priorities. We now have the opportunity to reimagine how
we address the suffering of the most vulnerable in our society.
There is no reason we can't live in a world without poverty.

Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman has represented New Jersey’s
12™ Congressional District since 2015.



THANK YOU

With grateful hearts, we thank all
those who joined us in celebrating
our 50" Anniversary, including
those who contributed to build our
Endowment Fund. Through your
gift, you help fulfill our shared
duty to future generations to en-
sure justice will flourish for us all.
Thank you for joining in to sustain
the future of our political ministry.

We gratefully recognize the fol-
lowing organizations and individ-
uals who contributed a collective
total of $5 million to the NET-
WORK 50" Anniversary Endow-
ment Fund during our campaign,
which publicly launched at our 50"
Anniversary Justice Ablaze Gala in
April 2022 and ran through April
2023. If your name was omitted or
was recorded incorrectly, we hope
you will understand and inform us
so we may make a correction on
our website.

Organizations

Adorers of the Blood of Christ, United States Region

Adrian Dominican Sisters

Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. Scholastica

Bernardine Franciscan Sisters

Congrégation de Notre-Dame, Blessed Sacrament
Province

Congregation of Divine Providence, San Antonio, TX

Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes

Congregation of St. Joseph

Congregation of the Humility of Mary

Daughters of Charity, Province of St. Louis

Dominican Sisters, Grand Rapids, Ml

Dominican Sisters, Sinsinawa, Wi

Dominican Sisters, Springfield, IL

Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose

Dominican Sisters of Peace

Franciscan Missionaries of Mary

Franciscan Sisters of Mary

Franciscan Sisters of Peace

Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration

Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart

Hospital Sisters of St. Francis

Joliet Franciscans

Leadership Conference of Women Religious

Loretto Community

Maryknoll Sisters

Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters

Racine Dominicans

Religious of Jesus and Mary

Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary, Eastern
American Province

Saint Benedict’s Monastery, St. Joseph, MN

School Sisters of Notre Dame, Atlantic Midwest
Province

School Sisters of Notre Dame, Central Pacific Province

Servants of the Holy Heart of Mary

Sisters of Bon Secours

Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati

Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth

Sisters of Charity of Nazareth

Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill

Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth

Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word

Sisters of Divine Providence of Kentucky

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas

Sisters of Providence, Mother Joseph Province

Sisters of St. Benedict, Crookston, MN

Sisters of St. Francis, Clinton, IA

Sisters of St. Francis, Dubuque, IA

Sisters of St. Francis, Oldenburg, IN

Sisters of St. Francis, Sacred Heart Province

Sisters of St. Francis, Tiffin, OH

Sisters of St. Francis of the Holy Cross

Sisters of St. Joseph, Baden, PA

Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood, NY

Sisters of St. Joseph, Chestnut Hill, PA

Sisters of St. Joseph, Concordia, KS

Sisters of St. Joseph, Orange, CA

Sisters of St. Joseph, Rochester, NY

Sisters of St. Joseph, Somers Point, NJ

Sisters of St. Joseph, Watertown, NY

Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet

Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, Los Angeles
Province

Sisters of St. Joseph of Chambéry

Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace

Sisters of St. Mary of Namur, Eastern Region

Sisters of the Holy Cross

Sisters of the Holy Family, Fremont, CA

Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, U.S.-
Ontario Province

Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate

Sisters of the Humility of Mary

Sisters of the Most Precious Blood, O’Fallon, MO

Sisters of the Precious Blood, Dayton, OH

Sisters of the Presentation, Dubuque, IA

Sisters of the Presentation, New Windsor, NY

Sisters of the Presentation, San Francisco, CA

Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
Monroe, MI

Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
Scranton, PA

Society of the Holy Child Jesus, American Province

The Townsend Foundation

Ursuline Sisters, Cleveland, OH

Wheaton Franciscans
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Individuals

Suzanne Abruzzo
John Adkins

Gary Adler
Carolyn Alexander

Sr. Michael Delores Allegri, SCL

Robert Anthony

Doris Armstrong-Goldman
Mary Arnold

Roger Auer

Joan Baffa

Lynne Baker
Mary-Lane Baker
Elizabeth Bailey
Bonnie Baranowski
Sr.Mary Barbieur, ANG
Kathryn Barry

Fr. Ardel Barta

Will Baurecht

Judith Beck

Sr. Carol Beevers, SSJ
Bob and Alice Beezat
Susan Bellotti

James Benjamin
Richard Bentz

Rev. Frank Bergen
Betty Bergeron

Anne Berry-Goodfellow
Angela Berryman
Miriam Bettis
Margaret Betz

Patricia and Mark Bibro
Lynn Binnie

Margaret Bitz

Roger Bleau

Fr. John Boll

Brian Book

Francy Pavlas Bose
Mariana Boska

Rev. John Brennan
Barbara Brooks
Christine Brown

Jan Brown

JohnV. Brown

William Brynda
Rosellen Burkart

C. Edward and Arlene Burke
Fr. John Burke

Mary Burke

Michael Burns

Susan Burns

Daniel Burr

Peggy and Blain Butner
Anthony Buttitta

Phyllis and Richard Cacciatore

Patricia Cachopo
Cathleen Cahill

Sr. Natalie Cain, SSJ
Dawn Calabia

Debra Calhoun

Daniel Campbell

Sr. Judith Cannon, RSM

Bruce and Patricia Carlson

Cathy Carr

Diana Carroll

R.D. Carter Jr.

Sr. Rosalie A. Carven, CSJ

Betty Casey

Denise E. Cavanaugh

Mary Frances Charsky

Sr. Hollis Chenery, MSHR

Claire Cifaloglio and Rob
Abbot

Ann Clem

Peter Cline

Connie Colburn

Lisa Coleman

Mary Colombo

Leslye Colvin*

Jo Ann Consiglieri and Jim
McFadden

Joanne Corey

Lynn Corwin

Cornelius and Joan Cosgrove

Joseph Coyle

Nancy Coyle

Eileen Cregg

Helen Crevier

Ruby Cribbin

William Cronin

Sr. Rose Marie Cummins, OP
Mary Cunneen

Mary Jo Dalton

Kurt Danga-Storm

Maura Davenport

Mary Kate Davidson
Barbara Davies

Sr. Mary Davis, IHM
Vanessa Wibberley Denier*
Sr. Cathey DeSantis, CSJ
Helen and Bernard Doherty
Kathleen Doig

Sr. Elizabeth Donahue, OSF
Sr. Dympna Doran, IBVM
Mary Kay Dougherty
Daniel Doyle

Lorraine Doyle
Dawn-Marie Driscoll

Sr. Ellen Dunn, OP

Joan Dupnik

Fr. Charles Durante

Patricia Dwight

Lynda Eckes

Br. Thomas Egan, FSC

Sr. Irene Ellis, OP

Carol Elsholz

John Esmerado

Mary Eve

Linda Evinger

Joan Farrar

Emmet Farrell

Donna Fathke

Francis L. Fennell
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Sr. Catherine Ferguson, SNJIM*
Br. Cristofero Fernandez, OFM

Conv.
Patricia Finan
Cynthia Flaherty
Joan Flaherty
Cathy and Paul Flament
Carol Fleming
Bridget Flood*
Sr. Corinne Florek, OP
Ann Flynn
Rev. James E. Flynn
Sr. Louise Foisy, RSM
Alice J. Foley
Sr. Marge Foppe, CSJ
Barbara Ford
Eileen and Paul Le Fort
Jeanine Freeman
Frank Fuchs
Patricia Mullahy Fugere*
Linda Gall
Anna Gallagher
Mary and Peter Gallagher
Herman Gallegos
M. Adelise Gallion
Thomas Gannon
Patricia and Paul Garcia
Penny and Charlie Gardner
Elizabeth Gavula
Kathleen Geissler
Sr. Alice Gerdeman, CDP*
Janine Geske
William Gianola
Catherine Gillette
Barbara Glatthorn
Wendy Glen
Gerard F. Glynn
Joan Russoniello Goba
Mary and Marty Golden
Carol Goll
Michele Gonzalez
Claude Gordon
Guy Gottschalk
Sr. Helen Gourlay, BVM
Rev. Joseph Graffis
Paulette Grandmont
John Greco
Billie Greenwood
Carol J. Griesemer
Maria E. Grimminger
James Grogan
Sr. Anne Guinan, OP
Janet and Robert Haarman
Harold Haase
Yates and Abigail Hafner
Thomas Hagerty
Bruce Hall
Dorothy Hall
Marie Hall
Sr. Mary Beth Hamm, SSJ
JillHamze

Catherine Hanisits

Sr. Louis Marie Hanrahan, DMJ
Barbara and Douglas Harper

Mary Colleen Harrington
Susan Harrington

Mary Harrison

Lorraine Hartman

Marie Hauser

Barbara Havira

Sr. Patricia Heath, SUSC
Tom and Kathy Heffernan
Pierre Hegy

Caroline Helmuth
Kathleen Hennessy

Art Hessburg

Dave and Karen Hinchen

Sr. Margaret Mary Hinz, RSM

Beth Hofstetter

Sr. Emma Holdener, OSF
Michael Holland

Nancy Holle

Jean Holwell

Eleanor Horchler

John E. Horejsi

Jane Houtman

Kamm Howard

Robert and Irma Howarth
Sr. Connie Howe, RSM
Judith Hubert

Janice Hudson

Monica Hughes

Dianne and Tom Hula
Sr. Kathleen Imbruno, SSJ
Diane Imhoff

Linda Jablonski-O'Connor
Sr. Martha Jacob, OSU
Mary Clare Jakes
Christopher Janezic
Amy Johnson

Sr. Elizabeth Johnson, CSJ
Gayle Johnson

Kathryn Johnson

Ann Marie Judson

Jane Kaczorowski
Kathleen F. Kammer
Sr.Bernadine Karge, OP
Theresa Kashin

Rev. John Kasper

Sheila Kassay

Francine Kean

Sr. Fran Kearney, SNJM
Peter Kearney

Elizabeth Keat

Barbara Keeley

Sr.M. Jean Keeley, OP
John Keiser

Joanne Kelly

Linda L. Kelly

Bill and Pat Kempf
Daniel Kennedy
Kathleen Kersey

Betty Kerwin

Sr. Elizabeth Kerwin, CSJ

Daryl Kezell

Sr. Susan Kilduski, OSB

Donna Killoran

Joan Killoran

Kathleen Kindblade

John Kinf

Mary Louise King

Lyn Kirkconnell

Alice Kitchen*

Joan Klein

Sr. Mary Klisart, OSF

Carol Knebel

Kathy Kochery

Eileen Kolman

Maggie Kolman-Mandle

Phyllis Konerman

Walter and Madeleine
Korfmacher

Paula Kowalkowski

Anne Kraemer

Virginia Krall

Richard Kreipe

Sr. Jane Marie Kudlacz, HM

Fr. John Kwiecien

Sr. Paulette Labbe, OSM

Beverly Lamb

Ellen Clair Lamb

Diane Lambert

Donald LaSalle

Gail Lawler

Sr. Gemma Legel, OSF

Carl Lekan

Margaret Leusch

Jason Lewis

Marilyn Leyland

Anne Li* and Edward
Muldoon

Charles Lienert

Carol Lindsay

Dorothy Lockhart

Lawrence Lonsway

Rachel Lopez

Dan Lucey

Dennis and Pam Lucey

Deloise Lunning

Susannah Lustica-Hall

Fr. Bernie Lutz

Corinne M. Lyon

Enid Macken

August Maffry

Joanna Magee

Rosemary Magee

Steven Mailloux

Michael and Myrna Malec

Bonnie Mando

Audrey Mang

Sr. Janice Mankowski, OP

Kathleen Marcato



Paul Marchione and Grainne
O’Leary

Sr. Janet Marcisz, SNJM

Sarah Marin*

Fred Marinucci

Claire and Bill Marmion

Alejandra Marroquin*

Anthony Marseglia

Dennis Martin

June Martin

Julie Martineau

Sr. Emily Masse, OP

Robert Mastrangelo

Rev. Joseph Mattern

Alberta and George Matz

Liz Maxwell

Edward McCann

Sr. Danielle McCarthy, OP

Sr. Joellen McCarthy, BYM

Tim and Renee McCarthy

Sr. Mary McCauley, BvM

Myles McDonald

Jeanne McDonnell

Margaret McElroy

Francis McGarry

Charles McGinn

Michael McKenna

Maureen McKeough

Rosemary McLean

Joseph McMahon

Mary Louise McMahon

Sr. Elizabeth McVeigh, SSJ

Matt McVey

Sr. Betsy Meagher, CSJ

Mary and Nicholas Mele

Jane F Melnick

Violeta Mercado

Sr. Margaret Meyer, MMM

Sr. Nathalie Meyer, OP

Denise Mickalites

Sr. Susan Mika, OSB

Joan M. Miller

Joan and O. Fred Miller

Peter Albert Miller

Sr. Dorothy Moczygemba,
CSSF

Connie Hohlfeld Molbeck

Rev. Richard Molter

Susana Montermoso

Paul Montgomery

Hedy Montoya

Jim Mooney

Gloria Moreno

Michael Morgan

Sr. Carol Mucha, RSM

John Muller

Maureen Murphy

Kathleen C. and Francis J.
Murphy

Sr. Mary Alice Murphy, OLVM

Maureen Murphy

Patricia Murphy

Sr. Patricia M Murphy, RSM

Sr. Sara Murrieta, CHS

Kathleen Muza

Charles Napolitano

Grace Napolitan

Alexis Navarro

Joan Neal

Bruce Neilson

Doris Nelson

Betty Niedoborski

Bruce Nieli

William Nisbet

John Noble*

Tracy and Thomas Noble

Kathy Noether

Pamela Novak

Eileen Novotny

Mary Novotny

Margaret Oberst

Sr.Mary Alice O'Brien, RDC

Matthew and Denise
O'Connell

Kevin O’Keefe

Bridget O'Malley

Sr. Julie O'Neill, BYM

Maryanne and Russell Owens

Jennifer Owens-Jofré*

Ann-Marie Paley

Benjamin and Magdalene
Palumbo

Carol and William Parente

Anne Passino

Annette Paveglio

Laure Pengelly Drake

Sr. Robbie Pentecost, OSF*

Sr. Joan Petito, CSJ

Mike and Wendi Pfannenstiel

Alice Phalan

Doris Piatak

Fr. Herbert J. Pins

Sr. Justine Pinto, OP

Sally Pleasant

Lois Plunkert

Evelyn Pohlmann

Joan Porco

Dede Potticary

Rob Powers

Bill and Carol Press

Meldon Preusser

Paige Price

Barbara Puscas

Paul Rauch

Kay Randolph-Back

Bonnie Reed

Sr.Mary Rehmann, CHM

James Reinkober

Sr. Joan Repka, SC

Bill and Maura Reynolds

Joan Richmond

Sr. Carol Ries, SNJM

Pat Riestenberg

Debra Roberts

Sandy Rolleri

Linda Ronek

Grace Rooney

Joanne Rooney

Margarita Rose and Robert
Tuttle

Gloria Romero Roses and Tom
Roses

Robert Roth

Dcn. James Ryan

Fr. Regis Ryan

Rosemary Ryan

Florianne Rzeszewski

Rev. Frank Sacks

Charles Saco

Jean Sammon

Noel Saunders

Anthony Scannell

Patricia and David Schecher

Kenneth Scheffel

Sr. Patricia Schifini, OSU

Willaim Schlosser

Joel Schmiegel

Margaret A. Schneider

Donna Schneweis

Sr. Ann Scholz, SSND*

Angela Schrader

Susan and Robert Schramm

Jeanne Schultz Angel

Sharon C. Schwarze

Michelle Scott*

Rita Selin

Nancy Sestak

Mary Ann Sestili

Joe Severa

Patricia Carolin Shanley

Sr. Gladys Sharkey, OSF

Christina Shelton

Gretchen Shilts

Sr. Carole Shinnick, SSND

Barbara J Sikora

Felicia Silcox

Diane Sim

Amanda Slater

Sr. Betty Smith, RSM
Dorothy Smith
Joanne Smith

Mary M. Smith

Regan Smith

Sr. Linda Snow, CSJ
Kay Snowden

Gary Solamon

Sr. Florence Speth, SC
Betsy Spiering

Br. Thomas Spring, SM
Mark Springer

Sr. Jane Ann Slater, CDP

Stuart Sleight

Maureen Sloan \
—————aia

Thomas Stang
Brendan Stecchini
Jane Stein

Marie Steinitz

Richard Stempien
Ellen Stiles

James Stokes

Frances Stricker

Peter Sullivan

Thomas Sweeney
Denise Szabo

Dcn. Thomas Tagye
Patricia Tan

Rosemary Tantalo
Paul J. Tarski

Jan and Jim Thomas
Margaret Thompson
Stephanie Thompson
Alice Timothy

Mary Ellen and Dale Tithof
Marianne Todey

Peter Toms

Phillip Torrez

Dan Toussant

Richard Tranovich
Ralph Trepal

Patricia Triggs

Joanne Tromiczak-Neid
Cynthia Tschampl
Stanley Ulman
Michael Van Winkle
Mariann VanRoo
Katharine Vargo

Sr. Marie Venturo, RSM
Leonard Viggiano
Isabel Villamil-Gonzalez
Louise Volk

Kathleen Wagner
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Betty Waigand

Patrick Walh

Eileen D. Wallace

Sr. Suzanne E. Wallin, SC
Geri Walsh

Tom and Linda Walsh
Sheridan Warden

Rev. Donald Ware
Marilyn Webb

Mary Wehrle

Richard Weilbaecher
Mary Weiler

Rachelle Reyes Wenger*
Mary Jo White

Margaret Williams

Sr. Mary Ellen Williams, SC
Sr. Joan Wilson, SCN
Maxine Wilverding

Mary Wingate

Sr. Shaun Marie Wise, SSS
Mel Marino Wolff

Tobias and Catherine Wolff
Alice Wondra

Nancy Woodley

Sr. Anne Wootten, RSM
James Wuenschel

Sheila Yeh

Mary T. Yelenick

Carole and Michael Yester
Meg Zerbinos

Sr. Maryaline Zierle, OP
Johnny Zokovitch
Michael Zuckerman

* Member of the NETWORK
Advocates Board of Directors at
time of campaign
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