A Life We Can All Afford

Why is everything so expensive?

Today, some lawmakers allow
ultra-wealthy corporations to

inflate profits

)

HIGH

by raising prices

and keeping
workers’ pay

LOW.

That’s an immoral, rigged system!

Bad policy + corporate greed

Food

Food prices increased by
an average of 3.1% over
the past year. (BLS, 2026)

Major corporate
monopolies allegedly

inflated egg prices. (FRED

2025; Farm Action, 2025)

Tariffs on roughly half of
food imports are
expected to keep food
prices high. (Tax
Foundation, 2026)

s

(USCCB, 1996)

Energy

In the 2025 budget bill,
some lawmakers cut
clean energy tax credits
early, raising household
energy costs. (CBPP,

2025)

Over the next few years,
data centers are
predicted to significantly
increase the demand for
energy, making it more
expensive for everyone.
(Goldman Sachs, 2026)

The Catholic tradition is clear:
our economy should put

PEOPLE OVER PROFIT.

12 Housing

Over the last two decades,

housing costs have risen
faster than incomes.
(Treasury, 2024)

Private equity has bought
up tens of thousands of
single family homes,
driving up housing prices
in our neighborhoods.
(CNBC, 2023)

Luckily, a recent housing

bill explicitly limits this from

continuing. (CNBC, 2026)
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@ Health Care

The 2025 budget bill massively
cut programs that help make
care affordable, like Medicaid,
Medicare, and Affordable Care
Act tax credits.

These cuts will drive up the cost
of care and health insurance
companies will pass on those
costs to us. (Rosenthal, 2026,
CBPP, 2025),

While millions struggle to afford
care, health insurance
companies have pocketed
billions in profits. (Public Citizen,
2026)

We should all be able to afford food

on our tables, a roof over our heads,

and quality health care for
ourselves and our loved ones.
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https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2026/consumer-prices-up-3-5-percent-over-the-year-ended-june-2026.htm
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/graph/?g=1WZZi
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/graph/?g=1WZZi
https://farmaction.us/farm-action-calls-for-an-investigation-into-skyrocketing-egg-prices-and-restricted-supply/
https://taxfoundation.org/blog/trump-tariffs-food-prices/
https://taxfoundation.org/blog/trump-tariffs-food-prices/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/climate-change/cuts-to-climate-energy-funding-in-house-bill-would-mean-higher-costs-fewer
https://www.cbpp.org/research/climate-change/cuts-to-climate-energy-funding-in-house-bill-would-mean-higher-costs-fewer
https://www.gspublishing.com/content/research/en/reports/2026/02/11/cefdda9f-3b7c-4a53-9950-dfcfa3c6bbc2.html
https://home.treasury.gov/news/featured-stories/rent-house-prices-and-demographics
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/02/21/how-wall-street-bought-single-family-homes-and-put-them-up-for-rent.html?msockid=36058ac07c1364ca2a589f1f7d8a6580
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/06/22/affordable-housing-bill-private-equity-single-family-homes.html?msockid=36058ac07c1364ca2a589f1f7d8a6580
https://hsph.harvard.edu/health-policy-management/news/health-insurance-premiums-are-rising-heres-why/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/by-the-numbers-harmful-republican-megabill-will-take-health-coverage-away-from
https://www.citizen.org/wp-content/uploads/Insurer-Scores-Record-Profits.pdf
https://www.citizen.org/wp-content/uploads/Insurer-Scores-Record-Profits.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/catholic-framework-economic-life
https://www.forbes.com/sites/eriksherman/2026/05/28/new-corporate-quarterly-profit-record-of-439-trillion/
https://aflcio.org/paywatch

Together, we can vote and ensure
that our economy works for people,
not corporate greed.

We are building a future where all of us are paid fairly
and can afford all that we need to thrive.

Ask if your candidates support:

1

]
Lowering the cost of groceries by removing tariffs on food - ‘ “
and other essentials and stopping corporate price hikes

Lowering energy prices by investing in clean energy

Stopping corporations from buying up single-family
homes and driving up housing costs

O O0 0

Ensuring all workers can earn a living wage with benefits
including paid leave and a secure retirement

O

Protecting the right of all workers to join a union for
better pay and working conditions

Then, get ready to vote!

networkadvocates.org/vote

@/ Check your voter registration status or
register to vote. It takes less than 2 minutes!

@ Make your voting plan to make sure you have
~ everything you need to cast your ballot. We have
a Voter Plan Worksheet that makes it easy.

Scan the QR code to
Get connected! Use NETWORK'’s toolkits and check your voter

. _ eck yc |
resources to get informed and involved. registration status:

Tell your friends to vote, and take care of each other!
: ‘}‘,‘,: SEE.WYVE VOTE. Connect with friends, family, and community members
. e ' to turn our care for one another into power at the polls.



https://networkadvocates.org/vote
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